D E C E M B E R 1984

Volume 8, Number 6

MAINE CHAPTER NEWS

Great Duck Island, with the mountains of Mount Desert in the distance.

G REAT DUC K ISLA N D

Opportunity knocks
,

Moored eight miles out to sea in the
wake of Mount Desert Island lies one of
Maine’s most spectacular and unusual
islands: Great Duck.
Long recognized as the single most
important nesting site for pelagic
(oceanic) birds in the East, Great Duck
supports the largest population of Leach’s
storm petrels in the United States. More
than 32,000 of these secretive and
nocturnal birds, 85 percent of Maine’s
population, nest on Great Duck, where
they dig networks of burrows in the soft
forest soils.
The island also supports the East
Coast’s largest colony of black guillemots,
which nest in deep crevices along the
island’s granite shores.

In recognition of these and other extra
ordinary natural features, the Maine
Chapter quietly targeted Great Duck Is
land in 1981 as its top priority coastal site.
At the time the island was on the market
for $500,000 and had attracted a number
of potential buyers.
Now, after three years of determined
negotiations, TNC has an opportunity to
purchase the island at a cost well below
the original asking price. A major effort
has been launched to raise $475,000,
which will cover not only the purchase
price, but also a sizable stewardship
endowment and the direct costs of
acquiring this nationally significant
island preserve.
Although Great Duck currently is sub

jected to very little human impact, it has
been used and altered by a succession of
owners since it was first settled in the
early 1800s. Stone walls criss-cross open
fields where generations of island families
grazed sheep and cattle. Cellar holes from
former houses and a fish oil factory
silently attest to the prosperity once
enjoyed by island residents. Islanders and
visitors alike took advantage of the ex
cellent fishing and lobstering in the
waters off Great Duck. The presence of
abundant waterfowl encouraged avid
hunting; during the summer of 1881, 800
ducks were shot and their feathers sold to
the millinery trade.
The seas around Great Duck were (and
continued inside

the
island...
story by John Albright
photographs by Thomas H. Arter
Great Duck Island Light.

A d iv e r se habitat
Great Duck Island is impressive in its
size and diversity. The island’s 250 acres
of forest, fields, wetlands and rocky shore
support a large variety of birds and
mammals.
Spruce forest covers more than half the
island. Migrating hawks and songbirds
rest in the shelter of the red spruce. Where
gales have leveled patches of forest, rich
new growth has sprung up from seeds
long dormant in island soils or brought to
the island by the countless migrating
birds.
Fields of grasses and wildflowers crown
the island, and extensive mats of low
shrubs give nesting cover to more than
250 pair of common eider. Herring gulls
nest in the grassy fringe around ledges
and boulders. Swallows swoop after in
sects while shorebirds carefully probe for
food in the small pond of the lowland
marsh.
The shores of Great Duck attest to the
power of the sea. Great slabs of granite,
cleaved and tossed by the waves, form
impenetrable crevice homes for nesting
guilllemots as well as ideal sunning ledges
for basking seals and drying cormorants.

A hom e for p elagic birds
In May, when heavy seas still reflect
the cold gray of winter, and enshrouding
fog can penetrate the thickest wool
sw eater, the petrels and guillem ots
return.
Each spring, 32,000 petrels fly from
South America to return to their burrows
on Great Duck and, often as not, they

return to the same burrows they began
using when they first nested. If an ob
server sits quietly in the island’s forest in
the wee morning hours, he will hear the
eerie calls of the petrels as they return to
their burrows in the forest duff, bringing
food and relief to their mates.
At the turn of the century, only 80 pairs
of guillemots remained in all of Maine.
Now, three hundred years after John
Josselyn wrote of these “Sea Doves” in his
journals, the largest colony in the United
States resides on Great Duck. More than
400 pairs of black guillemots fly from their
nests in the dark crevices of the broken
rocky shore, filling the early morning air
with their tinkling, crystalline songs.

A p lace for rare arctic p lan ts
The cold maritime climate of Great
Duck approximates that of arctic regions
and therefore provides an ideal habitat for
two rare plants that are found only at
isolated coastal locations.
Iris Hookeri (beach-head iris) grows
along the upper edge of the granite shore.
This beautiful blue iris is found only at a
few sites on the Maine coast.
Blinks (Montia lamprosperma) forms
thick mats in cold seeps and crevices in
ledges. It is an annual, having no perma
nent roots and producing seeds every
year. Seeds germinate wherever the wind
and waves take them. Therefore, the
plants frequently move from site to site,
making them easy tooverlook. Blinks was
last sighted on Great Duck in 1879. It has
been found on three other Maine islands,

and it is very possible that there is a clump
of blinks tucked away in some yetunexplored niche on Great Duck.

A sp ecia l M aine e c o s y s te m
The value of Great Duck Island to
Maine’s coastal system cannot be over
estimated. First and foremost, protection
of the island will mean that the majority
of petrels and guillemots in Maine will
always have nesting sites. But Great
Duck is also a living system, a natural
community of plants, animals, land, wind
and water — a microcosm of the Maine
coast. It is a place where we can study the
interrelationships of animals and plants;
a place where we can learn more about our
responsibilities as stewards of a valuable
and fragile natural heritage.

Opportunity knocks
are) considered to be among the most
treacherous along the coast of Maine due
to rapid shoaling from deep outer waters.
Many lives and cargoes were lost when
ships failed to clear the islands in heavy
weather.
In 1890 the Coast Guard recognized the
need for a beacon to warn wayward mari
ners and a lighthouse station was con
structed on the southern tip of the island.
The lighthouse is still in operation — one
of the last stations to be manned by
resident lighthouse keepers.
Most recently, Great Duck has been
owned by a Gestalt psychiatrist who
formerly used the island as a psychiatric
counseling center. His clinic was serviced
by a short, grass airstrip which cuts
across the northern end of the island. In
addition, a log cabin-type lodge, nine small
cabins, yurts (round, cone-shaped huts of
Mongolian origin), and a geodesic dome
were built to house patients and visitors.
This extensive development and air
access, combined with the natural beauty
and isolation of Great Duck, make the
island uniquely attractive for residential,
industrial, or corporate retreat uses.
Representatives of each group reportedly
have pursued acquisition of this prime
coastal property in the last few years.
Intense development of any kind would

fro m p a g e one

seriously threaten the pristine forest
habitat required by nesting petrels. Even
a small residential community, with curi
ous humans and marauding pets, would
cause considerable harm to the petrels
and other nesting seabirds.
The Nature Conservancy is committed
to making sure that Great Duck continues
to be a suitable home for the petrels. With
the help of TNC’s members and friends,
the island and its birds can, and will, be
saved.
by Kent Worn mack

The log cabin lodge of the former
psychiatric center is one of several
rustic buildings on the island.

B U Y A BU RRO W !
You can help save the thousands of pelagic birds on Great Duck Island by purchasing
your very own storm petrel burrow. To help The Nature Conservancy raise $475,000 to
pay for and endow this extraordinary wildlife sanctuary, the 16,000 active burrows are
being offered for sale for the incredible bargain price of $29.68 each —subject of course to a
life estate for the inhabitants and their heirs.
Each burrow comes fully furnished with all the comforts of a storm petrel home
(including an entrance tunnel and nesting material), and most command a striking view of
the Atlantic Ocean.
Your tax-deductible contribution of $29.68 (which may be conveniently rounded to $30)
will be acknowledged with an official calligraphic deed to one storm petrel burrow on
Great Duck Island. But don’t stop at just one —this may be the answer for those hard-toshop-for friends and relatives, who will also become members of the Chapter as part of the
deal.
Help us and the petrels save their homes. Use the order form below to purchase your
own burrow on Great Duck Island.

Leach s storm petrel (Oceanodroma
leucorhoa) (below) at home in its
burrow. This robin sized seabird is a
member of the group called
“tubenoses. ” Its external nostril, fused
to the top of its bill, concentrates and
excretes excess salt.

Chuck Huntington photo

□

Sounds good to me! Where else can you buy prime oceanfront homes for $30?
Enclosed is________ to purchase________ burrows.
Please send my deed(s) to:
Name_____________________________________________ ___________
Address____________________________________________ ___________
Please use an additional sheet to order gift deeds for friends. Be sure to include their
full names and addresses.
(All contributions are tax-deductible.)
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Sm all G rants 1 9 8 5 —
grow in g and changin g
The Small Grants Program is designed
to encourage scientific research that will
help TNC in its efforts to preserve natural
diversity. Now in its fourth year the
program already has proven its useful
ness in providing valuable information
about the special features of our preserves
and management needs. Under the co
operative direction of H eritage and
Stewardship staff, the 1985 Small Grants
Program will continue this tradition with
a broadened scope that addresses identifi
cation as well as management questions.
Research proposals that address the most
rare or threatened species and natural
communities and that are most relevant
to TNC land protection and management
efforts will be given priority.
The program is open to anyone. Pro
posals are reviewed by a committee of
independent scientists on the basis of sci
entific merit, contribution to TNC goals,
feasibility, economic efficiency, qualifica
tions of investigators, and protection/
management applications. Requests for
$100 to $3000 will be considered. The
deadline for applications is January 18,
1985. Awards will be made by March 15.
A flyer detailing the 1985 program and
application procedures is available from
Barbara Vickery or John Albright at the
Chapter office.

F ield trips

.

The expanded 1984 Field Trip Program
enjoyed remarkably good weather and
enthusiastic attendance. Two hundred
thirteen people participated in the 18
trips, which included several new offer
ings. Our apologies to those who found
there was no more room on the very
popular field trips — we will try to plan
for more people next year. Our sincere
thanks to all the helpful and knowledge
able leaders who did so much to make the
trips rewarding. See you next summer!

S cien tific A d visory
C om m ittee
The Maine Chapter’s Scientific Advi
sory Committee welcomes three new
members this year. We are delighted to
have the added expertise and experience
of Dr. William Drury of the College of the
Atlantic and Dr. James Parker of the Uni

versity of Maine at Farmington. .Dr. Alan
Lewis of University of Maine Machias
will join us in 1985 after his sabbatical
year studying biogeographical problems
in Guinea. We will miss the input of
committee member Dr. Russell Cole this
year, who is taking a year off from Colby
to study endangered plants in Hawaii.

M a in e F orever
Hundreds of copies of Maine Forever: A
Guide to Nature Conservancy Preserves in
Maine have already been purchased by
Chapter members and friends. The book
is also available in many bookstores, as
well as at L.L. Bean in Freeport.
The book has received excellent re
views, including a half-page article in the
current November/December issue of
“The Nature Conservancy News.” (The
issue also features the Chapter’s current
capital campaigns for Great Duck Island
and the “Islands of Life.”)
Members ordering directly from the
Chapter office can enjoy a significant
savings over the bookstore price. Send
$12.45 ($11.50 each for orders of two or
more) to TNC, 20 Federal Street, Bruns
wick, Maine 04011 for your copy. The
price includes all taxes, postage and
handling.

Is la n d s o f L ife u p date
Sixteen months after launching the
ambitious $670,000 “Islands of Life” cam
paign, all but $14,000 of the necessary
funds has been raised.
The campaign will pay for the purchase
and long-term care of eight new Chapter
preserves located from Blue Hill Bay to
Aroostook County. It is hoped that the last
few dollars can be raised by year-end to
complete this effort.
Many thanks go to members who have

contributed so generously to save these
extraordinary sites. Anyone wishing to
obtain a full color brochure describing
these sites may do so by writing to the
Chapter office.

J.M . H uber sp o n so rs
p r e se r v e guide
TheJ.M. Huber Corporation, a longtime
supporter of The Nature Conservancy
nationally and in Maine, has made another
significant contribution to the Chapter
through a contribution toward the new
preserve guide, Maine Forever.
The Huber gift helped underwrite initial
production costs for the book, which was
published in mid-November.
In 1976, the Huber Corporation donated
two outstanding preserves to the Maine
Chapter — the Seboeis River Gorge and
Crystal Bog. The company is an eightyear Corporate Associate of the Conser
vancy.

H oliday gift m em b ersh ip s
There’s only one thing better than receivinga copy of the Maine Chapter’s new
preserve guide as a holiday present, and
th at’s receiving a gift membership to the
Conservancy.
Gift memberships are appreciated yearround, because they include subscriptions
to the bimonthly Nature Conservancy
News magazine as well as Maine Chapter
newsletters. Membership also entitles
friends and family to enjoy our preserves
with special discounts on summer field
trips and publications.
Share Maine with a friend! All gift
memberships will be acknowledged with
a special holiday card for the new mem
ber, and many thanks to you.

N e w n e w s le tte r editor
We are pleased to welcome Ruth Ann
Hill of Robinhood, who has agreed to help
us on the editing and production of our
bimonthly newsletter.
Ruth Ann is a freelance graphic artist,
writer and researcher who has worked for
numerous environmental organizations,
including the Natural Resources Council
of Maine, the Maine Environmental Edu
cation Association, and the Conservation
Foundation. She is also the illustrator and
cartographer for the Chapter’s new pre
serve guide, Maine Forever.

R e c e n t p r o je c ts
T w o r e c e n t p r o je c t s w ill b e n e fit e x is tin g
C h a p ter p reserv es.

stewardship

P lum m er Point P reserv e
by Barbara S. Vickery, stewardship director

No news is good news but not when it
comes to lands TNC has protected. Re
sponsible stewardship requires up-to-date
information about the condition of the
land. With the increasing number of units
of protected land, we depend more than
ever on the help of volunteers throughout
the state to keep us informed about the
current health of our preserves and other
lands for which we have legal responsi
bilities.
This summer over 75 volunteers once
again visited TNC sites as part of our
annual monitoring effort. Some circum
navigated islands by sailboat or canoe,
others tramped woodlot boundaries. They
enjoyed ospreys and basking seals; ob
served beavers building new dams;
studied orchids they had never noticed
before; found trails that needed marking,
signs to be replaced, and a foot bridge in
need of repair.
The annual inspection of TNC proper
ties and easements is a vital part of the

Maine C hapter News

Published six times yearly by the Maine
C hapter of the N ature Conservancy, 20 Fede
ral Street, Brunsw ick, Maine 04011, (207)
729-5181. Comments and contributions of
articles are welcome.
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follows: Life. $1,000 (one-time); Acorn, $100;
Supporting, $50; Contributing, $25; Family,
$lo; Subscribing, $10.
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C. Edwin Meadows, W interport; C harles
M icoleau, Portland; T. Ricardo Q uesada,
South Freeport; Sally C. Rooney, Houlton;
Jam es A. St. Pierre, W inthrop; Robert Stew 
art, Cumberland Foreside; Carol A. W ish
camper, Freeport.

stewardship process that would not be
possible without volunteer support.
Several committees put in valuable
work days on various preserves during
November. Thanks to the initiative and
industry of several members of the Mus
quash Pond Committee, the bridge over
the stream on the Dyer Neck trail is now
repaired and safe.
The view from Douglas Mountain has
been improved through the careful re
moval of a few trees by Committee Co
chair Ted Greene. His sons Allen and
Jason helped out, becoming the fourth
generation of Greenes to work on Douglas
Hill. Ted’s grandfather helped carry
stones up the hill for the building of the
tower in 1925, and both Ted and his father
participated in 4H activities and trail
maintenance on the Hill over the years.
Thanks to all!
( I f y o u w o u ld l i k e to b e c o m e a p r e s e r v e o r
e a s e m e n t m o n ito r p le a s e c o n ta c t B a r b a r a
V ic k e r y a t t h e C h a p t e r O ffic e .)

M e m o r ia l g ifts
Gifts in memory of the following indi
viduals have been received by the Maine
Chapter:
Paul G. Favour, Jr.
Betty W. Davis
Norton H. Lamb, Sr.
John C. Lee
Esther S. Ewing
Blanche Simoneau
John R. Newall
We appreciate this memorial support
and extend our sympathies to their fami
lies and friends.

L ife m e m b e r s
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the Maine
Chapter Land Preservation Fund pro
vides a life membership for the donor and
spouse in the Maine Chapter of The Na-

Staff
Executive Director, John W. Jensen
Stew ardship Director, Barbara S. Vickery
D ire c to r of L and P ro te c tio n , K en t W.
Wommack
Heritage Program Director, John J. Albright
Editor and Production, Ruth Ann Hill
Adm inistrative A ssistant, Deborah Clark
Secretary, Jeanne M. Desjardins
Clerk-Typist, Barbara P. Clark

The trustees and staff
join in wishing all of you
the very best for the
holidays and the new year.

A small inholding in the Plummer Point
Preserve was purchased from its New
Jersey owner, with the assistance of the
preserve donors, Ingram and Helen
Richardson.
Preserve inholdings can become major
stewardship problems if their owners de
cide to develop the parcels. By acquiring
these parcels when the opportunities
arise, the Chapter can protect the integ
rity of its preserves from incompatible
uses.

M istake Island
The U.S. Coast Guard has granted the
Conservancy a Management License over
their four acres on the southern end of
Mistake Island. This license will allow the
Conservancy to manage the site as part of
the Mistake Island Preserve, which covers
the rest of the 30-acre island.
Five rare plants including the beautiful
birds-eye primrose ( P r i m u l a l a u r e n t i a n a )
occur on Mistake and are abundant in the
Coast Guard’s acreage. The preserve was
established last year as part of the “Is
lands of Life” campaign.
The Coast Guard will continue to own
and operate Moose Peak Lighthouse on
Mistake.

ture Conservency. All such gifts provide a
long term source of support to help save
land here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as new life
members:
Mr. John R. Davies
Penobscot, Maine
Mr. and Mrs. Chester H. Pease
Cape Elizabeth, Maine
Mr. and Mrs. Ray M. Glynn
Seattle, Washington
Anonymous

N e w c o r p o r a te m e m b e r s
We are pleased to have received gene
rous support from the following com
panies, and to welcome them as corporate
members of the Maine Chapter:
Anonymous
Falcon Shoe Manufacturing Company
Kennebunk Savings Bank
Signal Corporation
J.M. Huber Corporation
The Signal Corporation and J.M. Huber
Corporation, both of whose gifts will be
used for the preserve guide, are also Cor
porate Associates of the Conservancy.
Over 425 companies nationwide have be
come Corporate Associates by contribu
ting $1,000 to $10,000 annually to the Con
servancy.

the director's corner
What can I say? We’ve not yet com
pleted $670,000 “Islands of Life” cam
paign and we’ve decided to launch a
$475,000 effort to purchase Great Duck
Island. That’s asking a lot in so little time.
Why now?
Quite simply, the answer is that in
negotiating for land, timing is everything.
When the right time for Great Duck
arrived, we were forced to make a decision
to either jump quickly, swallow hard, and
make the deal — or say no and let this
beautiful and ecologically significant is
land suffer the irreversibly damaging con
sequences.
We felt that Great Duck was too impor
tant to lose. So, we made the decision to
strike the deal, take the risk, and some
how find the necessary funds.
For many years Great Duck has been of
great interest to conservationists — and
developers. TNC has kept a careful eyeon
the property, hoping for an opportunity to
assure preservation of the island forever.
About three years ago Great Duck came
on the market with an asking price of
$500,000 and the owner retaining a life
tenancy. We made several proposals and
met several times with the owner in an
attempt to work something out. We
hunted for conservation-minded buyers
who might at least be able to protect the
land from further harm. We even explored
a joint purchase as a way of protecting the
island at a much lower cost.
None of these approaches worked. The
owner wanted to expeditiously convert
his asset into ready cash and appeared
unconcerned with conservation matters.
We knew that several corporate interests
were actively looking at the island and

SPECIAL ISSUE

Great
Duck
Island

w. Jensen, executive director

had made offers. Many of the potential
buyers proposed developments, including
private summer communities for as many
as ten families.
Then we learned that a corporate offer
had been made at the $500,000 asking
price. The terms of this offer were re
jected by the owner. Knowing that a new
and improved offer would very likely be
forthcoming, we realized that we had to
jump in, increase our offer and nail down
a deal — before our competition did.
First, the good news: we have obtained
an agreement to buy the largest home for
Leach’s storm petrels and black guille
mots in the continental United States.
And now, the bad news: it will cost
$475,000 to pay for the purchase, endow
ment and pre-acquisition expenses associ
ated with Great Duck. We have clearly
gone out on a limb and will undoubtedly
be forced to take out a loan from the Land
Preservation Fund to provide short-term
financing for this project.
We know it’s worth it. And, given the
remarkable support shown for the “Is
lands of Life” campaign, we feel confident
that you will too.
Since Great Duck Island is a very special
place, we have a very special offer de
signed to help us raise the necessary
$475,000. You now have the opportunity
to invest in unique island properties. By
giving $30 or more you can acquire your
very own petrel burrow, or perhaps an
entire suburb of single-family petrel
homes; see the coupon inside. You will
receive a certificate suitable for framing
and holiday gift-giving, and 32,000 petrels
will gain permanent security for them
selves and their heirs.

MAINE CHAPTER
20 Federal Street
Brunswick, ME 04011
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by John

Harbor seals and common eiders
congregate along the shore of Great
Duck.

P a u l G. F a v o u r , Jr.
M e m o r ia l F u n d
The Chapter is sad to note the passing
of Paul G. Favour, Jr. in early October.
Paul was a longtime friend of the Chapter
and had served on the Chapter’s Board of
Trustees for a number of years.
In addition to his work with the Nature
Conservancy, Paul helped lead several
other conservation groups at various
times, including the Natural Resources
Council and Maine Audubon. He received
many special awards for his illustrious
work with the National Park Service,
including 14 years as Chief Naturalist at
Acadia National Park.
A memorial fund has been established
in Paul’s name, and dozens of gifts have
already been received from his many
friends and family members. All contri
butions to the fund will be used towards
the purchase of Great Duck Island, which
is situated off the coast of Mount Desert
Island where Paul lived and worked.
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